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Christianity itself. A Parsi who gives way to vice can never
plead excuses from his religion in any stage of its history.1

The ritual of the Vendidad presses rather seriously on
women, both after child-birth and at the ordinary periods of
ceremonial impurity. Anthropology can of course explain
very easily the tabus upon women at such times, found among
the ancient Hebrews and other peoples as well as among
Parsis. Till the fortieth day after her child's birth the mother
is kept in the room set apart for her, and is not permitted to
move or touch anything. Similar tabus have to be observed
at the other seasons of impurity. We are solemnly told that
all this keeps at a distance the dangers of puerperal fever and
other infectious diseases. In that context it is interesting to
observe that ' all the furniture of the lying-in room except the
iron bedstead and cradle is given to people of the sweeper
caste ',2 who on that showing are either immune from infection,
or vile dammim, if they take it. Pseudo-scientific justifica-
tions of primitive tabus are very much to the fore in India just
now. They form a convenient half-way house to what we
may assume will be the next stage, the abandonment of mere
accretions upon religion, so as to give to the Caesar of sanita-
tion the things that properly belong to him, and to God the
things that are God's. There are some European writers who
have encouraged Parsis to adopt these very superfluous and
ineffective apologies for survivals from antiquity. The day
will come when Parsis will realize that the Gathas need no
apology beyond intelligible translation, and that things which
need apology may be safely dropped by the inheritors of more
precious treasure.

In connexion with child-birth we may note here the part
played by the astrologer, who is called in to cast the horoscope.
Remembering the ancient fame of the Magi in this pre-
scientific lore, we might suppose the prominent position of
astrology to be a genuine survival from the past; but it might

1  On the Magian doctrine of next-of-kin marriage, see above, p, 63.

2  Bombay Gazetteer^ IX. ii. 229 (1898).